REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Turkey, there are several enclaves. One is that
of the Lebanon, with half a million Maronites,
mountaineers professing Christianity, in endless,
conflict with the neighbouring Druses, who are
unorthodox Mohammedans, without mosques.
These Druses, a continual source of unrest under
the new order, broke into serious revolt during
August and September (1910), and it needed
the prompt despatch of troops from Damascus,
with a large expedition under Samy Pacha,
to compel the submission of Atrash, their
leader. Their chief, and not unreasonable,
objection to lay down their arms was the risk
of exposure to the attacks of hostile Bedawin,
but the Turkish Commander met this with
an undertaking to establish garrisons in the
Hauran for the maintenance of law and order.
The Maronites live under consular protection,
and the Sublime Porte appoints a Christian
Governor. Of the last five Governors of the
Lebanon, one was an Italian, one a Pole, and
three Christian Syrians. Persians are found
scattered in the cities, and there is a consider-
able colony of them in Stamboul, round the
Valideh Han. In the early part of the year,
Persian horse-dealers visit Damascus in numbers.
The Gipsies of Turkey are found mostly in its
European territory. There is a small colony
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